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REVIEWER CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND CONFIDENTIALITY CERTIFICATION
FOR NON-GOVERNMENTAL PEER REVIEWERS 

1. Confidentiality of Documents and Restriction on Contact

II understand thatI understand that ______ applications for proposed awards are madeI understand that ____ __ applications for pro posed award s are made available to rev iewers solely for the purpose of review ing those

application s against the pu blished eva luation criteria fo r the financial assista nce prog ram.  

II agree not to discuss the contents of theI agree not to discuss the contents of the applications outside the DepartmentI agree not to discuss the contents of the applications outside the Department during or after the review process, and to discuss the

propo salspropo sals within the De partment o nlypropo sals within the De partment o nly with the other re viewers and  Departm ent staff memb ers and in the c ontext of,proposals within the Department only with the other reviewers and Department staff members and in the context of, and under the

proceduresproced ures for, app lication review .  Iprocedures for, application review.  I agreeprocedures for, application review.  I agree to follow the written instructions provided by the Department for the completion of

review forms.  I also agree to retain no copies of documents or parts of documents related to this review.

II further agreeI further agree  not to conta ct the originato rs of applica tions being re viewed co ncerning an y aspect of their I further agree  not to conta ct the originato rs of applica tions being re viewed co ncerning an y aspect of their  contents. In ad dition, I

agree not to  use any inform ation obtain ed as a result o f my participatio n as a pane l member  for person al or private g ain.  

2. Conflict of Intere st

I hereby ce rtify that, toI hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, I do not have a conflictI hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge, I do not have a conflict of interest and that my particular circumstances are not

likely to raiselikely to raise the appearance of a conflictlikely to raise the ap pearance  of a conflict of inte rest, improp riety, or the app earance o f impairmen t of objectivity w ith respect to

any applica tion I am aske d to review o r comme nt on.  

ForFor purposesFor purp oses of this agre ement, I und erstand that a fina ncial interest ma y include em ployment, For purposes of this agreement, I understand that a financial interest may include employment, stock ownership, a creditor or debtor

relationship,relationship, or prospective employment with anrelationship, or prospective employment with an applrelationship, or prospective employment with an applicant.  An appearance of impairment of objectivity could result from an

organizationalorganizational conflict where, because of other activities or relationships with other persons or enorganizational conflict where, beca use of other activities or relationships with other person s or entities,organizational conflict where, because of other activities or relationships with other persons or entities, a person is unable or

potentiallypotentially unable potentially unable to render impartial assistance or advice to the Government.  It could also result from non-financial gain to the

individual, suc h as benefit to re putation or  prestige in a p rofessional field . 

II also recog nize that I will be c onsidered  to have a finan cial or other in terest, and ther efore a co nflict of inteI also recog nize that I will be c onsidered  to have a finan cial or other in terest, and ther efore a co nflict of interest, if any of t I also recognize that I will be considered to have a financial or other interest, and therefore a conflict of interest, if any of the

following has a financial or other interest in a financial assistance application I am asked to review or comment on:

(1) I, my spouse, minor child, or general partner;

(2) A profit or non-profit organization in which I serve as an officer, director, trustee, general partner, or employee; or

(3) AnyAny person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement concerAny person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement concerning emAny person or organization with which I am negotiating or have an arrangement concerning employment, including

consultantship, or a past employer (within the last year).

II recognize that this certification is a continuing representation.  I acknowledge thatI recognize  that this certification is a c ontinuing rep resentation.  I ac knowledg e that it is in effect at all times un til II recognize that this certification is a continuing representation.  I acknowledge that it is in effect at all times until I have completed

all of the work p erformed  by me und er this agreem ent.

IfIf I discover thatIf I discover that I might have aIf I discover that I might have a conflict of interest, might present a conflict of interest, or might have an appearance of impairment

of objectiv ity with any applica tion within the co mpetition, I will im mediatelyof objectivity with any application within the competition, I will immediately inform the appropriate program official andof objectiv ity with any applica tion within the co mpetition, I will im mediately info rm the app ropriate p rogram o fficial and refrain

from further w ork as a revie wer until autho rized to co ntinue. 

II also understand thatI also understand that my views as a non-Governmental peer reviewer will be protected fromI also understand that my views as a non-Governmental peer reviewer will be protected from disclosure to the extent permitted by

law.
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